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1 This article can be said to be a follow-up of Brosius’ significant book on Women in Ancient
Persia  559-331  BC (1996)  where  the  author  offered  a  revaluation  of  Greek  sources,
questioning their Hellenocentric perspectives,  and stressed the importance of Iranian
sources.  Here Brosius  expands this  quest  back in time to  incorporate  the local  Neo-
Elamite traditions, querying possible link between the courts of Elam and Persia. In “No
Reason to Hide” the author suggests that women in the Elamite court were active public
personae and most likely enjoyed economic wealth, and further indicates that their socio-
political and economic status shaped some concepts of the role of women at the Persian
court. 
2 The  section  dedicated  to  Women  in  the  Neo-Elamite introduces  the  reader  to  the
extraordinary representations of Elamite queens manufactured in the second half of the
second millennium BC in metalwork (Napir Asu) and monumental sculpture (Shekaft-e
Salman I and II reliefs). However, the author offers some views of Elamite political history
that are atypical,  suggesting that over the centuries Elam came repeatedly under the
control of Assyria, and other views that are not shared by all specialists, including the
notion that after the destruction of Susa in 647 BC Elam broke down into petty kingdoms.
For most commentators,  the difference in date between the two reliefs depicting the
royal family at Shekaft-e Salman and their inscriptions, and the controversial translation
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of the name captions added by Hanni have been a source of confusion, and this work
reflects these difficulties. Furthermore, the small child depicted between the royal couple
is a male, not a female as the author suggests (hence, most likely, an Elamite prince). For
further information, see J. Álvarez-Mon, The Monumental Reliefs of the Elamite Highlands
(2019).
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